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When you start to explore the vibrant histories here on the Sunshine Coast, something magical happens: you will begin to see the landscape around you in a new light. Right before your eyes, Molly’s Reach transforms into Smith’s Hardware, the only place in town to purchase building materials or that new stove for your cabin. Down on the wharf, you can see that the Union Steamship has docked and passengers are streaming out to where Gramma’s Pub once stood. In its place, Sully’s Dine and Dance is hopping as the customers buzz with excitement for the dance that will take place later that night. Shaking your head back into the present moment, the historic vision dissolves but the feeling remains:  heritage here runs deep, and there are lessons to be learned and places to explore. 
An increasingly exciting way to access this history is through the use of new digital technologies. Imagine standing on the wharf and using your IPhone to listen to an audio clip of a former Union Steamship employee.  As the gentleman recalls his time onboard and the adventures that ensued, you look to the water captivated by his tales. Another way to heighten our experience of history is though the use of GPS devices. With the proper coordinates, we can use satellite navigation technology to locate the exact places where historic moments occurred. You can stand on the bluff where Squamish warriors once stood watching for invading war parties, or visit the spot where George Gibson came ashore in 1886. By using technology to strengthen our connection with heritage, we can create immersive experiences that entertain and provoke interaction within our community.    

So if you hear faint music in the air the next time you are at the wharf in Gibsons, perhaps it lingering is from the days when Sully’s Dine and Dance was the most happening place in town. And if you can’t hear it, just listen a little closer…
